THE   NEGRO   MIND

If natives make scarcely any distinction between
Europeans racially and unofficially, those who have had
the opportunity to compare different methods of adminis-
tration in colonies belonging to different Powers distinguish
all the more, and it will be a matter of small surprise to
those Europeans who have had the same opportunity, to
hear it stated that no native race exists which does not
prefer British rule, suaviter in modo iffortiter in re,> to all
others. They feel, even if they express it differently, that
the British authorities are de relation sure. Nothing is more
distasteful to Negroes than startling innovations, and they
know that they are safest from these under the British
Government, which, as far as the African native is con-
cerned, 'lets well alone' always, and lets sleeping dogs lie,
as long as there is not a probability of their getting too
dangerous when they wake up.

A Colonial Power with centuries of experience, like the
British, would never have committed such a blunder as did
the Government of German East Africa, when, a few
years before the war, it decreed that all adult male Masai
should be earmarked I The Masai were then, as they per-
haps still are, cattle thieves as incorrigible as were the
Highlanders of the Waverley novels; like the latter, they
looked upon cattle-thieving as an honourable profession, and
death in its pursuit was to them, as it was to the High-
lander, next best to death on the battlefield. In order to
put an end to these ever-recurring cattle raids, control of
individuals was a necessary condition, and so the German
authorities devised a scheme by which every Masai warrior
should be registered by means of a tiny metal disc in the